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When Is It Time to Refer to Hospice?

MANY HOSPICE ELIGIBLE PATIENTS:

+ Have had multiple hospitalizations within the last
6 months

+ Continue to decline despite treatments
+ Ask you how much time they have
+ Have caregiver describing exhaustion

STARTING A DIFFICULT
CONVERSATION:

+ Describe a good day for you.

« What are your goals for your care?

« We are in a different place now. Knowing this,
what is most important to you?

« We should shift our focus to comfort care and
quality of life.

+ There is a team that can support you and your
family through this.

+ Clarify that hospice is not about shortening life,

but maximizing quality and dignity of the time

they have remaining, o PARTNERING WITH HOSPICE
Hudson Valley Hospice would be privileged to
partner with you in your patient’s care. Your
referral allows them to learn about hospice
services for themselves and their family.

Patients are eligible for hospice when they have a
prognosis of 6 months or less related to a terminal
illness. Some of the diagnoses we see daily include:

End Stage Cardiac Disease
Senile Degeneration of the Brain
COPD

ALS

End Stage Liver Disease

End Stage Kidney Disease
Parkinson’s

Cancer

Delayed hospice referrals can lead to uncontrolled
physical symptoms, chaotic medical crises,

higher chances of hospital death, and increased
emotional distress and regret for the patient’s
loved ones.

For Additional Resources | www.hvhospice.org/providers



